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Statement of intent 

“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and support to their full potential. A child’s experience in the early years has a 

major impact on their future life chances. A secure safe and happy childhood is important in its own right, and it provides the 

foundation for children to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up. When parents choose to use early years 

services they want to know the provision will keep their children safe and help them to thrive. The Early Years Foundation Stage is 

the framework that provides that assurance.” 

At St Stephen’s, we greatly value the importance of the early years foundation stage (EYFS) in providing a secure foundation for 

future learning and development. We strive to provide a wide range of life experiences to develop every child to their full 

potential. Our curriculum intent is to create strong, capable, resilient, independent learners.  

This policy has been developed in conjunction with the relevant DfE guidance and legislation to ensure that each child has a happy 

and positive start to their school life in which they can build the very best foundation for a love of learning. 

The aims of the EYFS are that; 

• quality and consistency in all early years settings, so that every child makes good progress and no child gets left behind  

• a secure foundation through planning for the learning and development of each individual child, and assessing and reviewing 

what they have learned regularly  

• partnership working between practitioners and with parents and/or carers  

• equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, ensuring that every child is included and supported  

                                                                                                                                                                  (Development Matters 2021) 

We guide the development of children’s capabilities with a view to ensuring that children are ready to benefit from the 

opportunities provided. We consider the individual needs interests and stages of development of each child in our care and use 

this knowledge to plan an exciting, meaningful curriculum. 

We believe that all members of St. Stephen’s C.E. Voluntary Controlled Primary School can 

“Aspire to Greatness”. 

Our pupils and community can: 

Achieve highly 

Succeed with increasing self-belief 

Persevere at all times Include everyone and celebrate difference 

Respect themselves, all others and property 

Enjoy learning and feel safe in and around school 

 

These are our core values and we work hard to enable our pupils to realise these aims in every aspect of school life. 

“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do Good works which God prepared in advance for us to do”. Ephesians 

2:10  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Legal framework 

This policy has due regard to statutory legislation, including, but not limited to, the following: 

• Childcare Act 2006 

• The Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 

• The GDPR 

• Data Protection Act 2018 

This policy has due regard to statutory guidance including, but not limited to, the following: 

• DfE (2017) ‘Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage’ 

• DfE (2019) ‘Keeping children safe in education’ -Statutory guidance for schools and colleges 2016 was issued under 

Section 175 of the Education Act 2002, the Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014 and the Education (Non-

Maintained Special Schools) (England) Regulations 2011. This contains information on what schools and colleges should do and 

sets out the legal duties with which schools must comply 

• DfE (2018) ‘Working together to safeguard children’ 

• DfE (2015) ‘The prevent duty’ 

This policy is intended to be used in conjunction with the following school policies: 

• Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Assessment Policy 

• Supervision Policy 

• Behaviour and Anti-bullying Policy 

• Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Policy 

• Safeguarding Policy 

• Healthy Eating Policy 

• Single Equalities Policy 

• Complaints Policy 

 

1. Roles and responsibilities 

The governing body has the overall responsibility for; 

• ensuring there is a policy in place to safeguard children that includes an explanation of the action to be taken when there 

are safeguarding concerns about a child, the use of mobile phones and cameras, and staff safeguarding training requirements. 

These issues are addressed in part in this policy and in further detail in the school’s Safeguarding Policy. 

• ensuring there is a policy in place in the event of an allegation being made against a member of staff. 

• ensuring that this policy does not discriminate on any grounds, including, but not limited to, ethnicity/national origin, 

culture, religion, gender, disability or sexual orientation. 

• handling complaints regarding this policy, as outlined in the school’s Complaints Procedures Policy. 

 

The EYFS lead, in conjunction with the headteacher, has responsibility for the day-to-day implementation and management of this 

policy. Staff, including teachers, support staff and volunteers, are responsible for familiarising themselves with, and following, this 

policy. Staff, including teachers, support staff and volunteers, are responsible for remaining alert to any issues of concern in 

children. 

 



 

2. Aims 

Through the implementation of this policy, we aim to: 

• Give each child a happy and positive start to their school life in which they can establish a solid foundation for a love of 

learning. 

• Enable each child to develop socially, physically, intellectually and emotionally. 

• Encourage children to develop independence within a secure and friendly atmosphere. 

• Support children in building relationships through the development of social skills such as cooperation and sharing and to 

develop their own self-regulation. 

• Work alongside parents to meet each child’s individual needs to ensure they reach their full potential ensuring every 

child is included and supported. 

Four guiding principles shape our practice: 

• Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured. 

• Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships. 

• Children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences respond to their individual needs 

and there is a strong partnership between the school and parents. 

• Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates. 

To put these principles into practice, the school: 

• Provides a balanced curriculum which takes children’s different stages of development into account. 

• Promotes equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice. 

• Works in partnership with parents. 

• Plans challenging learning experiences, based on individual needs, which are informed by observation and assessment. 

• Implements a key person approach to develop close relationships with children. 

• Provides a safe and secure learning environment. 

 

3. Learning and development 

The EYFS curriculum is based on an observation of children’s needs, interests and stages of development. When working with the 

youngest children, we focus strongly on the prime areas which are the basis of successful learning in the specific areas. In 

partnership with parents, the school promotes the learning and development of pupils to ensure they are ready for the next stage 

of education. There are seven areas of learning and development that must shape education programmes in EYFS settings. These 

are split into two sections – prime and specific; however, all the sections are interconnected and important. 

These are the prime areas:  
• communication and language  

• physical development  

• personal, social and emotional development.  
 
We also support children in four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are strengthened and applied. The specific 
areas are:  
 
• literacy  
• mathematics  
• understanding the world  
• expressive arts and design  
 



Please see Appendix 1 for a breakdown of each Early Learning Goals 

 

Activities are planned to reflect children’s interests and individual circumstances in order to provide each child with a challenging 

and enjoyable experience.  The teachers will discuss any cause for concern in a child’s progress, especially in the prime areas of 

learning, with the child’s parents. A strategy of support will be agreed upon and consideration will be taken as to whether the 

child may have a special educational need or disability which requires additional support within school or from an external agency. 

The school takes reasonable steps to provide opportunities for children with EAL to use their home language in play and learning 

whilst also ensuring that these children have sufficient opportunities to reach a good standard of English. During assessment, if a 

child is found to not have a strong grasp on English, the teachers will contact the child’s parents to establish their home language 

skills to assess if there is cause for concern about a language delay. 

Within the EYFS profile, the ELGs for communication and language, and for literacy, must be assessed in relation to the child’s 

competency in English. The remaining ELGs may be assessed in the context of any language – including their home language and 

English. The school assesses communication, language and literacy skills daily, and when the teachers feel support is needed, we 

work closely with the child and family to provide appropriate intervention within school or through an external agency. 

Each area of learning and development will be implemented through a mix of adult-led and pupil-initiated activity. The school will 

respond to each child’s emerging needs and interests, guiding their development through friendly and positive interaction. 

Activities are planned with regard to three characteristics of effective teaching and learning in the EYFS: 

•playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’  
• active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements  

• creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for 
doing things  
 

Further information regarding learning and development are set out in the school’s Teaching and Learning Policy. 

 

4. Inclusion 

All children are valued as individuals irrespective of their ethnicity, culture, religion, home language, background, ability or gender. 

The EYFS curriculum is planned in order to meet the needs of the individual child and support them at their own pace. The Single 

Equalities policy ensures that the needs of all children are met, regardless of any protected characteristics they have.  The Special 

Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Policy ensures all children receive the support they need and are given the best learning 

experience possible inline with the SEND code of practice: 0 to 25 years. SEND in the EYFS setting will be monitored and managed 

by the school’s SENCO alongside the class teacher. 

 

5. The learning environment and outdoor spaces 

The classrooms are organised in such a way that children can explore and learn in a safe environment. we aim to use the 

environment to support and extend the children’s development. This includes providing a stimulating classroom that the children 

have helped to create, reflecting the children’s leaning and Early Years ethos. We provide opportunities to develop all areas of 

learning both inside and outside in equal measure. We have a large outdoor environment in which adult-led, adult-initiated, child-

led and child-initiated activities and challenges are carried out. Sometimes outdoor learning may need to be closed to the children 

in rare circumstances such as extreme weather that would make outdoor activity inappropriate and unsafe. This is risk assessed 

regularly on a daily basis. We also have access to St Stephen’s environmental area which provides pupils with the opportunity to 

explore plant, pond and animal life. 

At St Stephen’s, enabling environments also means taking children out into the community. We use our close proximity to town to 

extend children’s learning and life experiences. We endeavor to visit places regularly to develop the children’s experiences as part 

of our St Stephen’s Promise. 

 

6. Assessment 



Assessment plays an important part in helping the school to recognise children’s progress, understand the children’s needs, plan 

activities, and assess the need for support. Parents will be kept up-to-date with their child’s progress and development by their 

class teacher, and the EYFS staff will address any learning and development needs in partnership with parents. Parents can speak 

to their class teacher about their child’s progress at any time in the academic year through a booked appointment. 

Formative assessments are used to assess the learning and development of children in the EYFS. Staff members will observe 

children to understand their level of achievement, interests and learning styles. This information will then be used to shape 

learning experiences for each child. Assessment through the school’s various platforms is essential to promote successful learning 

and development. 

The statutory EYFS framework requires the EYFS profile assessment to be carried out in the final term of the year in which a child 

reaches age 5, and no later than 26 June in that term. The main purpose of the EYFS profile is to provide a reliable, valid and 

accurate assessment of individual children at the end of the EYFS. 

The EYFS profile summarises and describes children’s attainment at the end of the EYFS. It gives parents and carers, practitioners 
and teachers with a well-rounded picture of a child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities, their attainment against expected 
levels, and their readiness for year 1. It will be shared with parents and their child’s Year 1 teacher.  
 

Practitioners must make their final EYFS profile assessments based on all their evidence. The EYFSP must reflect; ongoing 

observations, all relevant records the school holds discussions with parents and any other adult who is able to contribute. The 

EYFSP will be reported to the Local Authority on request. Assessment procedures are set out in full in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage Assessment Policy. 

 

7. Safeguarding and welfare 

All necessary steps are taken to keep the children in our care safe and well including safeguarding children, ensuring the suitability 

of adults who have contact with children, managing behaviour, promoting good health and maintaining records, policies and 

procedures. 

Any safeguarding or welfare issues will be dealt with in line with the Safeguarding Policy, and all members of staff in the EYFS are 

required to read this policy as part of their induction training. The DSL is Helen Wright. The deputy DSL is Anna Livesey. The DSL is 

responsible for safeguarding children and liaising with local children’s services as appropriate. The deputy DSL will undertake the 

duties of the DSL in their absence, but overall responsibility for safeguarding will remain with the DSL. The DSL and deputy DSL will 

undertake child protection training as required. Staff will receive safeguarding training that enables them to understand the 

safeguarding policy and procedures, have up-to-date knowledge of safeguarding issues, and recognise signs of potential abuse 

and neglect. The school’s Online Policy details the expected use of mobile phones. 

 

8. Health and safety 

A first-aid box is located in class. Only medicine prescribed to a child by a doctor, dentist, nurse or pharmacist will be 

administered. The school’s Administering Medication Policy outlines the procedures for administering medicines. Before a child is 

admitted to St Stephen’s we will obtain information about any special dietary requirements or allergies that a child has, and any 

special health requirements. The teachers will report any accident or injury involving a child to their parents on the day it occurs, 

and any first-aid treatment administered to a child will also be reported to their parents. Accidents and injuries will be recorded in 

an accident book, located in the medical cupboard. The headteacher will report any serious accident, illness, injury, or death of a 

child whilst in the school’s care to OFSTED as soon as is reasonably practicable, but within 14 days of the incident occurring. Local 

child protection agencies will also be notified. The school has a Fire Evacuation Plan in place. Any food or drink provided to 

children is healthy, balanced and nutritious as outlined in the Healthy Eating Policy. The headteacher will notify OFSTED of any 

incidents of food poisoning affecting two or more children within 14 days of the incident. Information about any dietary 

requirements, preferences, food allergies and any special health requirements a child has will be recorded. Fresh drinking water is 

available at all times although children are strongly encouraged to bring a water bottle to school. The Health and Safety Policy 

outlines the full health and safety policies and procedures. 

 

9. Staffing 

All members of staff who have contact with children and families will be supervised by the EYFS lead. The supervision will provide 

opportunities for staff to: 



• Discuss any issues, particularly concerning the development or wellbeing of children, including any child protection 

concerns. 

• Identify solutions to address issues. 

• Receive coaching to improve their effectiveness. 

Each child is assigned a key person whose role it is to help ensure that every child’s care is tailored to meet their individual needs.  

A key person seeks to engage and support parents in guiding their child’s development at home and that they also help families 

engage with any support they may require during their time in Nursery or Reception. The EYFS staff will inform parents of whom 

their child’s key person is and will explain the role of the key person when their child begins attending the school. 

 

10. Parental involvement 

We firmly believe that the EYFS cannot function without the enduring support of parents. We recognise the role that parents have 

played, and their future role, in educating the children.  Parents are invited to parents’ evenings; however, the school has an 

open-door policy and parents are welcome to talk to teachers at the start and end of the school day. The headteacher’s office will 

be utilised for confidential discussions between staff and parents. Parents are asked to give consent via Gateway for any visits out 

of school. Parents are asked to complete admission forms and a medical form. 

A link with parents is established before a child starts in our school. The teacher aims to visits the children in their home or 

nursery setting prior to their starting St Stephen’s where possible. The children have the opportunity to spend time with their 

teacher before starting school during transition afternoons in the Summer term. All parents are invited to an induction meeting 

during the term before their child starts school to discuss expectations for early reading and writing and phonics development and 

how they can help their child. Parents evenings are held in the first half term to discuss their child’s baseline level and nursery 

transition data and how they can best support their child.  Every home time as parents come into class to collect their child, 

parents have the opportunity to chat to the teacher and /or Key person about things in general or specific concerns. EYFS provide 

regular ‘Stay and play’ sessions where possible where parents are invited to come and join in activities with their child. Parents 

receive a report on their child’s attainment and progress twice in the year. 

 

11. Monitoring and review 

This policy is reviewed annually by the governing body and the headteacher. Any changes made to this policy will be 

communicated to all members of staff. All members of staff directly involved with the EYFS are required to familiarise themselves 

with all processes and procedures outlined in this policy as part of their induction. The next scheduled review date for this policy is 

September 2022. 

 

 

 

Signed: A May 

Date: September 2021 

 

Review date: September 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 1 – Early Learning Goal statements  

 
When forming a judgement about whether an individual child is at the expected level of development, teachers should draw on 
their knowledge of the child and their own expert professional judgement.  
The level of development children should be expected to have attained by the end of the EYFS is defined by the early learning 
goals (ELGs) as set out below. (DM 2021) 
 
 
Communication and Language  
ELG: Listening, Attention and Understanding  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during 
whole class discussions and small group interactions;  
- Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding;  
- Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers.  
 
ELG: Speaking  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary;  
- Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes 
and poems when appropriate;  
- Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and 
making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher.  
 
 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
ELG: Self-Regulation  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly;  
- Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses when 
appropriate;  
- Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show an ability to 
follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.  
 
ELG: Managing Self  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge;  
- Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly;  
- Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and understanding the importance of 
healthy food choices.  
 
ELG: Building Relationships  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others;  
- Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers;  
- Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs.  
 
Physical Development  
ELG: Gross Motor Skills  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others;  
- Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing;  
- Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing.  



 
 
ELG: Fine Motor Skills  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases;  
- Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery;  
- Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.  
 
Literacy  
ELG: Comprehension  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and 
recently introduced vocabulary;  
- Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories;  
- Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during 
role-play.  
 
ELG: Word Reading  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs;  
- Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending;  
- Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception 
words.  
 
ELG: Writing  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;  
- Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters;  
- Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.  
 
Mathematics  
ELG: Number  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number;  
- Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5;  
- Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) 
and some number bonds to 10, including double facts.  
 
ELG: Numerical Patterns  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system;  
- Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the 
other quantity;  
- Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be 
distributed equally.  
 
Understanding the World  
ELG: Past and Present  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society;  
- Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been 
read in class;  
- Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.  
 
ELG: People, Culture and Communities  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps;  
- Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class;  
- Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from 
stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps.  
 
ELG: The Natural World  



Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants;  
- Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class;  
- Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states 
of matter.  
 
Expressive Arts and Design  
ELG: Creating with Materials  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and 
function;  
- Share their creations, explaining the process they have used;  
- Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories.  
 
ELG: Being Imaginative and Expressive  
Children at the expected level of development will:  
- Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher;  
- Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs;  
 
Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to move in time with music. 
 
 

 


